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One of the stipulations when we obtained 
the Heritage Lottery Fund grant was to 
hold free ”Taster days” in the disciplines 
of Spinning, Weaving and Dyeing to 
introduce members of the public who are 
interested in improving their skills or who 
are complete beginners to these ancient 
crafts. 
Our Taster Days have been a tremendous 
success and the feedback from the partici-
pants has been extremely positive. Through 
the grant we were able to purchase some 
new equipment to substantially improve the 
range of equipment we can offer, which def-
initely contributed to the pleasure of the 
day. All our visitors and the Guild volunteers  

 have had a great deal of fun and have learnt 
much from one another. The Weaver’s Work-
shop was buzzing!! As our first 3 sessions have 
been substantially oversubscribed we have 
scheduled another 3 for earl y in the New Year 
which I am really looking forward to.

From the numbers of interested people and 
their  level of interest Guild members feel that 
they would like to continue offering Taster Ses-
sions after the HLF grant has expired. Unfortu-
nately there will then have to be a small charge 
to cover the costs of the materials used, but we 
have every confidence that these days will still 
be in demand!

See back page for 2012 Taster Day dates.

IN THIS ISSUETASTER SESSIONS BRING IN NEW VISITORS TO GUILD
BY BRIAN MORGAN, CHAIRMAN
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I am a recent Textiles graduate from Nor-

wich University College of the Arts, and I 

was fortunate enough to be chosen as a 

finalist in the UK Hand Knitting Association 

competition, the Knitted Textile Awards. 

This meant that I was invited to be part of 

an exhibition at the Knitting and Stitching 

Show 2011 at Alexandra Palace and Har-

rogate.  I should add here that my hand 

knitting skills are minimal and all my work 

at college was done on a knitting machine! 

I met the other finalists the day before the 

show and they were all quite young (I am 

not) but I quickly felt very much part of the 

group, as indeed I had felt at college, and 

we helped each other with setting up the 

exhibition. 

The show looked amazing, and from 

where I stood I could see people stopping 

in their tracks when they saw our stand.  

The entries were judged by a panel of 

about 10, and the first prize of £1000 was 

won and well deserved by Katie Jones 

who had crocheted the most amazing fan-

tasy dresses (see above)

I was at the show for the full 4 days and 

really enjoyed myself. We all agreed it was 

an unusually satisfying exhibition because 

most of the visitors were very knowledgea-

ble and really interested in what had in-

spired us, what we had made and how we 

had made.it. 

KNITTED TEXTILE AWARDS

BY LINDA SADLER 

IN A SPIN AT GUILD’S FIRST 
TASTER DAY 

Snapshots of visitors and Guild 
members  enjoying our Spinning 
Taster Day in November 2011

Two of my personal favourite pieces of 

work are shown below.  

I sold all the coasters I had made, which 

helped offset the cost of fares and accom-

modation. The experience was very posi-

tive and gave my confidence a huge 

boost.  Roll on Harrogate!

 

If you are interested in my own entry there 

are some photos on my blog at  

http://lindasadler.blogspot.com/

MASTER CLASSES 
LAUNCHED IN NEW  
YEAR

The Guild is starting its exciting new 

programme of Master Classes for 

experienced practitioners of spinning, 

weaving and dyeing in the New Year.  

All courses run over 5 days and are 

run by experienced and well respect-

ed tutors in their particular field.  

Anne Dixon will be giving the Weav-

ing Master Class, Jenny Rose - Spin-

ning and Aviva Leigh - Dyers.  

Participants will be working in groups 

of eight and will be based in the 

Weaver’s Workshop from 10.00-

4.00pm each day.  Detailed pro-

grammes for each Master Class are 

now available.  Dates for the courses 

are shown on the back page.  

Heritage Lottery Funding has ena-

bled The Guild to offer free places to 

all participants - a rare offer these 

days!! If you would like to take part or 

would like more information please 

contact Aviva Leigh on 

(worsteadweavers@gmail..com) or 

Alison Hovesen on 01603 870403.



THE GUILD MEMBERS MET FOR THEIR ANNUAL FESTIVE 
MEAL AT WROXHAM BARNS ON  NOVEMBER 25.

Saturday 15th October 2011 was bright 
and sunny, hopefully a good day for the 
Open Day at the Weavers Workshop and 
Craft Fair next door in Dilham Village 
Hall. We were all assembled in the work-
shop by 9.30am ready for the doors to 
open at 10am. Even though it was lovely 
to look at outside, there was a chill in the 
air which seemed to penetrate the Weav-
ers Workshop. Luckily we were all going 
to be working in the main room, so fires 
were found and quickly put on. Out in the 
corridor, boards had been set up showing 
the interior and exterior of the workshop 
before and after all the work had been 
done. 

It was nice that those who were partici-
pating in the Open Day were all skilled in 
different things, so we were able to show 
spinning and a wide range of weaving. 
Our merry band consisted of Pat and Bri-
an Morgan, Tim and Sandra Martins, 
Stan and Kath Appleton, Stefan Ganther, 
his camera and me.

Our only Spinner was Pat, who im-
pressed visitors with her skill, while the 

rest of us were Weavers. Brian and Tim 
were showing their talents using Inkle 
Looms, making different size braids, 
while Stan was on one of the five large 
floor looms, which had recently been 
brought out of storage, and now had a 
warp on. Kath was expertly weaving a 
cream cloth on the much smaller Louet 
Klik Loom, with Sandra weaving on a 
Bow Loom, which looked like a Red Indi-
an Bow, most unusual, but very effective, 
this made a pretty, narrow band. Last, but 
not least, I decided to have a peg loom 
and weaving sticks to demonstrate, as 
they both use the same principle and are 
great fun. 

One important visitor was Thelma Rich-
ards, one of the original members of the 
Worstead Weavers. She was the guardi-
an of a loom donated by Worstead 
School to the Weavers, which was then 
donated to us and she was really pleased 
to see the loom set up in our workshop, 
ready to be used.  

Having thought we would be finished by 
3pm we were still entertaining guests un-
til nearly 4pm. This made us all feel that 
the day had been worthwhile and we 
were pleased that people seemed so im-
pressed by what we were doing, both to 
our hobby and our new surroundings. 

It was a dark November 
evening when Molly Housego 
came to the Guild’s  “Weavers 
Workshop” for a Net making 
workshop.  Molly first learnt her 
net making skills from a game-
keeper who used nets to trap 
rabbits.  Since that time the 
range of nets Molly produces 
has widened so that now it in-
cludes nets for game, fishing, 
hair-nets and bags. 
We were introduced to several 
different types of netting with 
varying degrees of success, 
not all the knots were the ones 
required.  The phrase “getting 
tied up in knots “came to mind 
more than once, it was howev-
er a great deal of fun.

By the end of the evening most 
of us had managed to make 
some sort of net although a lot 
of practice is still needed.
The basic skills are quite sim-
ple but there are many varia-
tions which build on the basics. 
Beautiful beaded hair nets are 
possible along with bags using 
cotton and linen as well as the 
ever useful string bags.
Besides net making Molly also 
attends Medieval events wear-
ing clothes she has designed 
and made herself.  Next time 
you are at a re-enactment 
event look out for the net mak-
er – it could be Molly

RECENT EVENT

.BY PAT MORGAN

LESLEY BONE REPORTS ON THE  OPEN 
DAY AND CRAFT FAIR

GUILD  ENTANGLED IN MOLLY’S NETS

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS!

And some festive “crackers” for your 
entertainment!.... Courtesy of your 
Chairman!!

No jokes are printed about woad. 
They are all too blue.

Computer talk..... A large ram 

A chap is shipwrecked on a desert 
island.  When he wakes up he 
finds that the sky, palm trees, 
beach and sky are all purple.  He 
looks down and his skin and 
clothes are all purple.  “Oh no! “  
He cries “I have been marooned!!” 

Here’s a tip:- Before trying to re-
move a stubborn stain on a gar-
ment if you circle the stain using a 
permanent marker before treating 
it you will be able to locate the 
spot easily and make sure the 
stain has gone when treatment is 
finished. 



Taster Days for spinning, weaving 
and dyeing have already taken 
place in November and a further 
three Taster Days are planned in 
early 2012 (see dates opposite).  
These courses are for complete 
beginners and are very much a 
hands-on opportunity.  
Master Classes, are an intensive 
course run over 5 days (10-4pm) 
for those with a sound knowledge 
and practice, are set up for early 
Spring 2012 (see dates opposite).  
We are lucky enough to have 
secured some fantastic tutors - 
Anne Dixon, Aviva Leigh and 
Jenny Rose to lead the sessions.  
All courses are held at the 
Weaver’s Workshop , and are free 
and are on a first come, first serve 
basis.  If you would like more 
information please contact Alison 
Hovesen, Project Officer on 01603 
870403 or email at 
alisontebbit@yahoo.co.uk

 OPPORTUNITIES FOR FUN AND LEARNINGCALENDAR OF EVENTS

Saturday 14 February - First Guild meeting of 2012
Tuesday 17 February - Guild meeting
Saturday 21 January - Spinning Taster Day, 10-3pm
Saturday 4 February - Dyeing Taster Day, 10-3pm
February 22-26 (5 days in total) - Spinning Master Class with Jenny 
Rose, 10-4pm
Saturday 3 March - Weaving Taster Day, 10-3pm
March 4,11,18,25 & April 1 (5 days in total) - Weaving Master 
Class with Anne Dixon, 10-4pm
April 18-22 (5 days in total) - Dyers Master Class with Aviva Leigh, 
10-4pm. 
July 28-29 - Worstead Festival
Monday 27 August - Aylsham Show

EDITORIAL CONTENT NEEDED!! 

We need your comments, articles and 
photos for inclusion  in the next edition of 
The Inkle!  If you have any ideas for future 
articles or suggestions as to what you would 
like to see in future editions I’d love to hear 
from you.... 

So please get in touch with Alison Hovesen 
at alisontebbit@yahoo.co.uk or call me on 
01603 870403.  

EXCITING NEW FUNDING PROVIDES 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR NOVICES AND 
EXPERTS ALIKE

TASTER DAYS AND MASTER CLASSES

WORSTEAD GUILD OF WEAVERS,SPINNERS 
AND DYERS

WEAVER'S WORKSHOP
DILHAM

NORFOLK
NR28 9PN

TEL: 01603 870403
WORSTEADWEAVERS@GMAIL.COM

WWW.WORSTEADWEAVERS.ORG.UK

MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES TO:  
BRIAN  AND PAT MORGAN  ON 01692 406725

A GARDEN TO DYE FOR

Photo courtesy of: www.jennydean.co.uk

Having ten left thumbs when it comes to crafts I have been wracking my 
brain to see what useful contribution I could bring to the Guild and how I 
could be involved. I found the dyeing ‘taster day’ to be truly inspirational and 
being a professional gardener have decided, in true Guild style, to ‘have a go’ 
and would like to plant up a garden of dyer’s plants.

Most traditional dye plants were those available in the local vicinity i.e. 
weeds! So my biggest challenge will be to produce a workshop garden that is 
not only useful but also pleasing to the eye

 
Given the site of the workshop and the differences in soil requirements of the 
plants I think containers are the way forward. There won’t be any digging or 
hard landscaping involved, any gaps left by harvesting can be shuffled about 
and I can bring tender plants into my greenhouse over winter.
I have amassed a list of over 300 plants that produce dye but thought I’d start 
with the basics; indigo, madder, weld, woad will give us blue, red and yellow 
for starters. I would also like to include plants like teasel as a beautiful and 
useful wool comb, so not a dye plants as such. If there are any other plants 
like this please let me know. Also what’s your favourite colour?  What plants 
would you like to see at the workshop?

I’m obviously a bit of a novice at this so any help would be greatly appreciat-
ed. Also if you have any seeds, plants, pots etc please let me know – all con-
tributions gratefully received!

Sharon Ganther 


